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2022 Soil Morphology
Class
Register By May 6th For Reduced Early
Bird Rate!
VAPSS and The Northern Virginia Soil &
Water Conservation District would like to
invite you to the 2022 Soil Morphology
Class. The class will be held May 19th from
9:00 am -- 5:00 pm and May 20th from 8:00
am -- 5:00 pm. Located @ 12001 Sunrise
Valley Drive, Reston, VA, 20191. The class
will provide technical guidance for
stormwater infiltration best management
practices, describe the processes of soil
genesis, and host expert pit monitors to
teach and reinforce soil morphology
description techniques!
For more information about this exciting
event, please check out the Class Flyer
To register by mail, Please fill out this
Registration Form
To
register
online,
Please
visit
https://vapss.org/soil-morphology-class/
For additional questions about 2022 the
Soil Morphology Class, please reach out to
Dan
Schwartz
at
Daniel.Schwartz@fairfaxcounty.gov
or
call/text via (703) 324-1422.

Mark Your Calendar!

Thursday, April 21st, 2022 (5:30 pm -- 8pm)
4 The Soil Earth Day Event @ Glade Road Growing & Rising Silo Brewery
Glade Road Growing, 2351 Glade Rd, Blacksburg, VA 24060, USA
Tuesday, May 24th, 2022 -- Wednesday, May 25th, 2022
VAPSS/VDH Shrink-Swell Field Training
Conway-Robinson State Forest, Prince William Co. North of Gainesville on Rte 29
(More Details To Come Soon!)
Sunday, October 16th, 2022 -- Tuesday October 18th, 2022
VOWRA's 2022 Annual Conference and Trade Show
Hotel Roanoke & Conference Center in Roanoke, VA
Sunday, November 6th, 2022 -- Wednesday, November 9th, 2022
ASA, CSSA & SSSA International Annual Meeting (click here for info)
Baltimore Convention Center (BCC) and Hyatt Regency Baltimore Inner Harbor Hotel in
Baltimore, Maryland.
Sunday, December 4th, 2022 -- Tuesday, December 6th, 2022
Soil & Water Conservation District 2022 Annual Meeting (click here for info)
Hotel Roanoke & Conference Center in Roanoke, VA

I Am 4 The Soil!
Join the Virginia Soil Health Coalition in a Soil Health Mission

Visit 4thesoil.org to learn about healthy soil management practices, take
the 4 the soil pledge, and listen to the podcast!

Congratulations Scholarship Recipients!
The John C. Nicholson Memorial Scholarship was received by three talented and
ambitious scientists -- Gabriella DiPetto, Kelsie Crossman, and Lucas White.
Gabriella "Ella" Dipetto, in the words of her graduate advisor, "has a broader
perspective than most of her peers and, despite her self-labeling as an introvert, she is
an outstanding ambassador for science. Her passion for public education exudes itself
in both her discussions and writing"...[and]... "has what it takes to become a role
model and mentor for the next generation of restoration ecologists."

Congratulations, Ella!
Kelsie Crossman is striving towards earning an MS in Biology and "plans to move
forward in life and become an instructor in biology at a community college or
university as her career. This way, she can share her passion for science and our world
with her students and offer more knowledge of it to future generations."
Congratulations, Kelsie!
Lucas White "was raised on a few farms in the old mountains of the Appalachian’s
Virginia, in a town of extracted coal and dead soil. Raised around such extreme
beauty, such violent history to the land, and such deep poverty explains the person he
has grown into. While his dream is to travel and learn from plants and people, he fully
anticipates going back to graduate school to pursue his master’s and Ph.D. in either
ecology or botany or something related."
Congratulations, Lucas!

Thank you to the Nicholson family for helping support these
scientists' pursuit of a healthier planet!

Get Your Soil Profiles Featured in the Summer
Newsletter!

Pictured Above: A soil formed from Red Beds, a type of sedimentary siltstone.
Located in Prince William County, VA. The horizonation was described to be: Ap, Bt,
Ct, Crt. Most closely resembles the Panorama Soil Series.

If you would like to share a soil profile you find interesting, please email a
photo and short description to svladu15@gmail.com. Please include a
reference object in your photo. I look forward to seeing what amazing soils
each corner of Virginia has to offer!

Show Off Your Mn2+ Features!
The University of Maryland Department of
Environmental Science & Technology want you
to help identify manganese sampling locations! If
you know of and manganese-rich areas, please
fill out this form. Research takes a team, and
the University of Maryland appreciates your
support!

Meet The Board!

Chris Heltzel, President

Austin Gardener,
President Elect

Sabrina Vladu, Secretary

I
currently
reside
in
Shenandoah County where I
operate
Heltzel
Soil
Consulting, LLC. We offer site
specific soil evaluations for
residential and commercial
facilities.
I graduated from Virginia Tech
in 2012 with a degree in Soil
Science. While at Virginia
Tech I was an active member
of the Soil Judging Team for 3
years. After college I worked
in Northern Virginia for a soil
science company until I could
eventually start my own
business in my hometown of
Woodstock.
Most of my free time is spent
outdoors working on my small
farm
or
floating
the
Shenandoah River.

Born and raised in northern
Virginia, I grew up working
construction with my father and
graduated from Loudoun Valley
High School in 2007.
After a year at Lord Fairfax
Community College I transferred
to Virginia Tech. In the fall of
2012 I graduated with a degree in
Soil and Land Rehabilitation and a
degree in Applied Economic
Management. While at Virginia
Tech, I was a member of the soil
judging team and helped with the
team a year after graduation.
My career, as a private soil
consultant, began a short week
after graduating when I was hired
by Morgan A. Kash, LTD. In 2017, I
launched my own outfit, Gardner
Soil Consulting LLC, where I
remain today. My services mainly
focus on site and soil evaluations
for septic systems, feasibility
studies and permitting with local
health departments.
I enjoy spending free time outside
with my dogs, working in the yard
or
garden,
and
completing

I was born in Northern
Pennsylvania and raised in
Yorktown, Virginia. I grew up
intrigued by the outdoors and
environmental studies, but did
not have much access to rural
and wild areas.
I began my studies at Virginia
Tech in the Fall of 2015. In my
sophomore year, I joined the
soil judging team and instantly
loved it! In the Spring of 2019 I
had the honor of competing
alongside 100 other students
and winning the National
Collegiate
Soil
Judging
Competition in San Luis Obispo,
California.
I found my passion in soil
science because of the diversity
of applications it offers. My
curiosity for the natural world is
continually peaked when I think
about soil genesis and the
puzzle of it all!
I found my home in Woodstock,
VA. In my free time I enjoy
biking, hiking, rock climbing,
and tending to my plants.

projects around the house.

Nan Gray, Treasurer

Stephen White, Board
Member

Parker Culver, Board
Member

Nan Gray, is pretty much a lifelong play-in-the-soil kind of
lady, who mixes Agronomy with
other Soil Science practices
such as applying Soil Science
commonsense to Regulations
and soil mapping, wetland
delineations and geohazards,
water quality and healthy soil. I
love Soil. I love live Earth. I
have the best job in the World
and am earnest and eager to
protect soils in a continuous
landscape. And Soil Scientists
have
to
protect
Prime
Agricultural
and
Prime
Forest/Wildlife acreage from
disruption and disturbance.
These are some of the places to
be avoided by unsuitable
landuse, such as a pipeline."

I graduated from Virginia Tech
in Soil Science and was a
member of the soil judging
team. After graduation, I began
working
at
Greenway
Engineering, where I am
currently the Director of
Environmental Services. I have
been with Greenway for 18
years and currently perform
tasks
such
as
wetland
delineations, soil mapping and
soil and site evaluations for
drainfields. I am a Licensed
Professional Soil Scientist and
Licensed Onsite Soil Evaluator. I
also have taught a soils class at
a local community college and
enjoy working with middle and
high
school
students
on
teaching classes on basic soil
science and soil judging.

I travel throughout the state of
Virginia,
working
as
an
environmental technician with
Timmons Group. I have been
with Timmons since graduating
from Virginia Tech in the fall of
2020, and I have grown to love
the versatility that comes with
observing soils and wetlands in
every region of the state and
sometimes beyond. I can find
fulfillment in each day of my
job knowing that healthy soil is
among the most essential
aspects of life on Earth.
I envision a time in the not-sodistant future where soil
science is hailed as one of the
most prolific fields of study
among other well-established
STEM career paths.
When I’m not evaluating soils
and delineating wetlands, I can
be found hanging out at Lake
Anna in the summer, skiing in
the mountains of West Virginia
in the winter, or traveling
around the country with my
fiancé year-round.

Well, shoot, I don't know...that
is just my thought right now. I
really hate to see soils misused
or abused. Better to preplan
the project before digging.
As always, save your soils.

I live on a small farm in
Shenandoah County with my
wife and three children. My
hobbies are currently soccer,
theater and FFA, which are
what my kids are active in.

I was accepted into VAPSS as a
Regular Member in 1986,1987 or
1988? and have stayed ever
since. I was elected President
in 2002 and again, in 2019.
Currently, I am on the VAPSS
Executive
Board
as
the
Treasurer.
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