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April 2 Save the Date VAPSS Plan for the Future- Tuesday, April 2, 2019 (9 a.m. – 4 p.m.)
You are invited to participate in a VAPSS Strategic Planning Retreat to develop a meaningful
direction, association, sustainability, and member engagement! -everyone welcome, we'll feed you,
come sit with us and let us plan our future together.

Location: Charlottesville, VA - Forestry Department Natural Resources Way (details to come)
We have received confirmation with Dr. Megan Seibel to facilitate this Strategic Planning meeting.
She is Director of Virginia Agriculture Leaders Obtaining Results (VALOR), she’s in the Virginia Tech
CALS Department of Agricultural, Leadership, and Community Education, and she served as the
Deputy Commissioner of the Virginia Department of Agriculture & Consumer Services (VDACS) in the
previous administration.
https://www.alce.vt.edu/about/faculty-staff/m-seibel/seibel-bio.html
https://www.valor.alce.vt.edu/
https://www.alce.vt.edu/
Please reply to Nan Gray if you’re willing to volunteer your time
to help move VAPSS to the next level of sustainability and
membership. Also, June 6&7, Soil Morph of SHWT Class.

Thanks!
Nan Gray and the VAPSS Membership Board of Directors
(540) 250-6264 Jeff Miller, Executive Secretary
vapss@vapss.org
www.vapss.org
GA
2019
Update
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I wanted to update you and the VAPSS board on HB2101. HB2101 was never given a hearing
and therefore, a vote was never taken. The bill is dead for the year.
However, it is very likely that DPOR will be studying this issue over the next year- as
recommended by the JLARC report. Delegate Freitas also said he wants to work with VAPSS
and other professional groups that were in his bills to try and find a solution. This issue is not
going away and I anticipate he will introduce the legislation again next year.
Please let me know if anyone has any questions.
Thanks,
Lauren Schmitt

VAPSS Mission: To recognize soils as a non-renewable natural resource and the practice of soil science as an interpretive science; to ensure a class of
professionals exists that can properly utilize the large investment the Commonwealth of Virginia has made in the Soil Survey and to ensure the practice of soil

science and evaluation meets established minimum standards of education, experience, ethical conduct and professional responsibility and to prevent abuses in
the practice of soil science by untrained or unprincipled individuals.

Dr. Williams J. Edmonds
Memorial (VAPSS) Scholarship
Congratulations to Jirius Abdallah
the 2018 recipient of the VAPSS
Scholarship. Jirius is a senior at
Virginia Tech planning to graduate
this spring. He is majoring in
Environmental Science with a minor
in Wetland Science and Chemistry.
Jirius became interested in soil after
shadowing a soil scientist during his
internship with the Northern Virginia
Soil and Water Conservation
District. Joining the Virginia Tech
Soil Judging team also enhanced
Jirius’s interest in soil, Dr. Galbraith
becoming his soil mentor. Jirius
wrote Jeff Miller personally to, “I
would like to thank you and the
people at VAPSS for selecting me
for the scholarship, I am honored.” .

Errors & Omissions Insurance for Soil Scientists
Reed Whitsett of JJ Wade & Associates, Insurance & Risk Management from New
Bern, N.C., offered its examples of Errors & Omissions Insurance Coverages:
-Negligence arising out of professional services
-Contingent Bodily Injury & Property Damage
-Pollution
-Third Party discrimination
-Sexual Abuse
-Pre-Claim assistance expenses
-Public relations expense
-Disciplinary proceeding
-Subpoena and record request assistance
The work order or contract may depend on having Liability Insurance and other
insurances. Please call Reed Whitsett for more information on insurance available
to Soil Scientists. Mr. Whitsett is in NC and you may need to let him know you are
in VA, where insurance is not always a requirement, but a good idea for business
practitioners of soil science.
Mr. Reed Whitsett: (252) 631- 5269
For comparison of policies, requirements, fees, etc.
Robert Swindell, Jr. of Chas. Lunsford Sons & Associates Insurance in Roanoke,
Virginia - (540) 855-5182 directed me to: The Hartford, Business Service Center
3600 Wiseman BLVD
San Antonio, TX 78251
(866) 467-8730.
Soil Morphology of Seasonal High Water Tables
June 6th & f7th - Reston, VA
Speakers: John Galbraith, Erik Severson & Dan Schwartz
Reston Association Headquarters
12001 Sunrise Valley Dr.
Conference Rooms 126 & 128
Reston, Virginia 20191-3404
(Education Credits for engineers or other licensed professionals who may attend)

Itinerary:
Thursday, June 6th
(8:30-9:00) Registration & Introduction
(9:00-10:00) Genesis & Characteristics - Northern VA Soil
(10:00-11:00) Soil Morphology & Topo. Relationships
(11:15-12:00) Soil Redox: Processes & Features
(12:00-12:45) Lunch/Q&A
(12:45-1:45) Depth to Water Table - Soil Morph.
(1:45-2:15) BMP Design Considerations
(2:15-4:30) Local pit site - practice interpretation skill

Friday, June 7th
(8:00-12:00) Field Pit Sites
(12:00-1:00) Lunch
(1:00-3:00) Field Pit Sites
(3:00-5:30) Certification
Test

Environmental Justice Review to Governor Northam
In August 2018 the Advisory Council on Environmental Justice (ACEJ) sent Governor Northam their 1st set of formal
environmental justice concerns. The main focus of this review is on Virginia’s gas infrastructure.
Four main topics are of concern and need immediate attention.
Civil and Human Rights violations are one of the four great concerns. Issues have arisen about disproportionate impacts
on vulnerable and marginalized communities. Controversial interpretations of eminent domain regarding land owner rights
remain debatable. The ACEJ is recommending state agencies consider the negative impacts thrown on vulnerable
communities when implementing policies.
Public health concerns are on the rise due to compressor stations and the sighting of those compressor stations being in
poor and minority communities. There are nearly 99 households living within one mile or less of compressor stations. A lot
of those households are African American and were not taken into account during FERC application. Rural counties are
concerned about the disproportionate risks the pipeline poses,(i.e. not adding a chemical odorant for emergency alert, a
common precaution in urban areas, thinner pipeline wall planned for rural areas compared to what’s planned in urban
areas, number of cut off valves reduced in rural counties). Safety concerns remain for the inadequate training given to
these communities’ rescue teams. Supervision of some rural compressor stations will occur only remotely. These cost
saving measures show that they are not using “Best Available Technology” as stated in their permit applications. The
ACEJ also recommends that acute emissions are measured along with the annual average. Measuring only the annual
average can mask short term exposure to emissions that are harmful to human and environmental health.
Another topic of concern is marginalized groups and cultural resources. There are hundreds of pre-historic and historic
sites within a mile of pipeline routes. Cemeteries have been noted, yet unmapped in the proposed project path. The
scattershot dispersal technique used by the pipelines covers mostly non-impacted areas providing an unrealistic view of
the overall impact of the project. 140 acres of the Great Dismal Swamp will be intersected by the pipeline: within this area
are native sites that remain with incomplete analysis.
Clean water is another environmental concern brought up to the Governor. The pipeline impacts 1,556 water bodies, in
turn impacting large areas of Virginia. Groundwater contamination in these areas is very likely due to the pipeline. Most if
not all rural areas rely on groundwater as their source of drinking water and low income populations can least afford water
filtration systems. It is recommended that the state review pipelines to certify compliance with state water standards.
Current conditions and expected impacts are especially important to analyze for already sensitive areas and water bodies.
Site specific assessments are necessary to ensure that clean water is available to all communities impacted by this
project.
Climate change is becoming more noticeable and remains a global threat. Gas pipelines are known to increase methane
in the atmosphere. An earlier rise and increase in pollen lead to allergies, a higher tick and mosquito population increase
chances of vector borne diseases, and thicker ground level ozone leads to a higher potential for heat stroke. Climate
change is expected to have the most impact on poor and vulnerable communities. A combination of these intensifies
health conditions which draws attention to Virginia’s unequal medical coverage and gaps in health care access. This alone
shows the importance of mitigating and preventing the release of methane gas.
In conclusion the Advisory Council on Environmental Justice urges Governor Northam to assess this evidence of
disproportionate impacts to low income and minority populations due to expansion to gas infrastructure.
Access and read the full letter at the link below.
Environmental Justice Report .pdf

VAPSS Fall meeting is October 17-18, 2019, save the date, location near Shirley
Plantation, program developing with draft title: Cannabis, Hops, Christmas Trees and the
Soils Connection. Stay tuned for details.
Articles due by early second quarter 2019. Thank you. Olivia Simpson, Editor.

