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MARK YOUR 
CALENDAR! 

PROFESSIONAL 
MEETINGS & EVENTS 

 
2020 NE Region 
National 
Cooperative Soil 
Survey Conference  
June 22-24, 2020 
Virtual Event 

Soil & Water Conservation 
Society (SWCS) 
2020 Annual Conference 
July 27-29, 2020 
Virtual Event 
 
*VAPSS Annual Fall  
2020 Conference 
October 21-22, 2020 
Blacksburg, VA 
 
NOWRA / VOWRA  
Mega-Conference 
October 25-28, 2020 
Hampton, VA 

 

ASA-CSSA-SSSA 2020 
International Annual 
Meetings 
November 8-11, 2020 
Phoenix, Arizona 

 
International Erosion 
Control (IECA) 
Annual Conference  
Kansas City, Missouri 
February 21-24, 2021 

 

*Details to come on vapss.org 

2020 NE Region National Cooperative Soil 
Survey Conference (Virtual Program) 

“Soil – Our Common Wealth” 
 

FREE REGISTRATION! 
 
Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University (Virginia Tech), 
Virginia NRCS, the Virginia Agricultural Experiment Station, and 
Virginia Cooperative Extension would like to invite you to join the 2020 
Northeast Region National Cooperative Soil Survey Virtual Conference 
meeting. 
 
The meeting will encompass Standards and Taxonomy, Interpretations, 
Subaqueous Soils, Hydric Soils, New Technology and many more 
interesting & exciting topics in soil science. 
 
Registration is open until June 15th – conference attendees that wish to 
submit an abstract are urged to register ASAP. You can access the 
registration webpage here. 
 
 
 

 
The conference will be held 
Monday June 22nd to Wednesday 
the 24th from 8:00am – 5:00pm with 
short breaks throughout. 
 
If you have any questions about 
this conference or the registration 
process, please contact John 
Galbraith at john.galbraith@vt.edu 
or call or text to 540-392-1184. 
 
 For other program detail questions 
please contact John David Harper, 
State Soil Scientist, Phone: 804-
287-1647, FAX: 804-287-1736, E-
mail: john.harper@va.usda.gov. 

 

Photo: Montgomery Co. VA, Craig Creek Rd 

 

http://www.vapss.org/
https://register.ext.vt.edu/search/publicCourseSearchDetails.do?method=load&courseId=1167334
mailto:ttcf@vt.edu
mailto:john.harper@va.usda.gov
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VAPSS Scholarship Update 
 

The 2020 Edmonds Memorial Scholarship has been awarded to Virginia Tech student Steven Sindle.  
Steven is a rising junior majoring in Environmental Science and pursuing minors in Green Engineering and 
Wetland Science.  He is a member of the Virginia Tech Soil Judging Team and this summer he is excited to 
start an internship with NRCS as a Student Soil Scientist Trainee. In his own words: 
 

“Every time I am out in the field describing a pit, 
I know it was exactly what I had always pictured myself doing...” 

 
Congratulations Steven! 

  
The Edmonds Memorial Scholarship is in honor of the late Dr. William Edmonds who was a soil scientist, 
educator, leader in VAPSS and leader of Virginia’s early Soil Survey. One $500 educational scholarship is 
awarded annually to an eligible rising junior or senior undergraduate student, majoring in soils or 
environmental science, who is furthering their education through attendance at accredited colleges or 
universities. 
 

Legislative News 
 

-All public hearings 
pertaining to the JLARC 

report have been 
cancelled or postponed.  

 
-The VAPSS board has 
decided not to hire a 

lobbyist at this time.  The 
plan is to hire a lobbyist in 

November 2020 in 
preparation for the 2021 

legislative session. 
 

-On March 31, 2020 the 
Governor signed and 

approved HB-1266 
requiring licensure for 

individuals and 
companies conducting 
inspections of Onsite 

Sewage Treatment 
Systems for Real Estate 

Transfers. This will 
increase demand for 

qualified septic system 
designers. 

Photo: Giles Co. VA, near Brickyard Rd 
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Virginia Association of 

Professional Soil 
Scientists 

2020 Officers  
& Board of Directors  

PRESIDENT: David Hall davidh@swva.net 
President Elect: Alexandra Schmidt 
schmidtaf1214@gmail.com  

PAST PRES: Nan Gray soilwork@pemtel.net 
TREASURER: John Dayton 
Landconsultants@aol.com  
SECRETARY: Adam Hurt adamh@swva.net 
 

 

BOARD MEMBERS: (usually only four at large 

Directors) 
Matt Tolley (rotates off Board 2021) 
matt.tolley@soils-inc.com 
Bill Sledjeski (rotates off Board 2021) 
bill@sledjeski.com 
Danny Hatch (rotates off Board 2022) 
dhatch@dominionsoil.com 
Roy Hunter (rotates off Board in 2022) 
rhunter@dominionsoil.com 
Ron Robinson (rotates off Board 2022) 
rrobison@robisoncg.com  

 
-NRCS Liaison: Alexandra Schmidt 
schmidtaf1214@gmail.com  

VPISU Liaison: John Galbraith ttcf@vt.edu  
Exec. Sec: Jeff Miller vapss@vapss.org 

383 Coal Hollow Rd 
Christiansburg, VA 24073-6721 

Ofc: 540-402-4488 

Confusion Surrounds the SBA Paycheck 
Protection Program 

Engineering News-Record May 06, 2020 by Tom Ichniowski 

The Treasury Dept. is allowing a one-week extension of 
the deadline for recipients of Paycheck Protection 
Provision (PPP) loans to return the money to the 
government if the companies determine they do not meet 
newly revised guidelines for eligibility, a major 
construction contractor group says. 

But the Associated General Contractors of America said if 
Treasury fails to also revise and clarify the guidance for 
the highly popular, forgivable loans, construction firms 
that received the loans will decide to pay back the loans 
and lay off workers. Read the full article here: 
https://www.enr.com/articles/49322-treasury-extends-ppp-
repayment-deadline-but-eligibility-confusion-persists 

The paycheck protection program is a Small Business 
Administration Loan intended to help small businesses 
keep their workforce employed during the COVID-19 
pandemic.  As an employee of a small business I am 
certainly glad this program is in place; however, it is 
disheartening to see many small business owners are 
choosing to give the loan back and lay off their employees 
instead.  The main reason for this is the vaguely worded 
revised guidelines published on April 28th. When a 
business applies for the loan you must certify that “current 
economic uncertainty [makes this loan] necessary to 
support the ongoing operations.” Additionally, potential 
applicants must consider “current business activity and 
their ability to access other sources of liquidity.” If you are 
scratching your head, you are not alone.  The SBA 
guidelines make it far from clear on what specific 
circumstances they will deem acceptable for loan 
forgiveness.  Add on top of that the long list of constraints 
on how the money must be spent and many business 
owners are rightly shying away.    

For more information about PPP and other resources 
available to small businesses during this time check out 
the SBA website: https://www.sba.gov/funding-
programs/loans/coronavirus-relief-options/paycheck-
protection-program#section-header-5 

 

mailto:davidh@swva.net
mailto:schmidtaf1214@gmail.com
mailto:soilwork@pemtel.net
mailto:Landconsultants@aol.com
mailto:adamh@swva.net
mailto:matt.tolley@soils-inc.com
mailto:bill@sledjeski.com
mailto:rhunter@dominionsoil.com
mailto:rrobison@robisoncg.com
mailto:schmidtaf1214@gmail.com
mailto:ttcf@vt.edu
mailto:vapss@vapss.org
https://www.enr.com/articles/49322-treasury-extends-ppp-repayment-deadline-but-eligibility-confusion-persists
https://www.enr.com/articles/49322-treasury-extends-ppp-repayment-deadline-but-eligibility-confusion-persists
https://www.sba.gov/funding-programs/loans/coronavirus-relief-options/paycheck-protection-program#section-header-5
https://www.sba.gov/funding-programs/loans/coronavirus-relief-options/paycheck-protection-program#section-header-5
https://www.sba.gov/funding-programs/loans/coronavirus-relief-options/paycheck-protection-program#section-header-5
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Introducing SPOTLIGHT 
  

The editor of the VAPSS newsletter would like to introduce a new recurring segment. Spotlight will highlight 
an important figure or contributor to soil science with each new edition of the newsletter. This issue the 

spotlight is on: Dr. Richard Bradfield ( 1896-1981)  
 
 

A Review: Soil Science Reference Books 

  

A B S T R A C T: More than half a million soil science papers have been published since the 1920s. In 
addition, a large number of books are being published. This paper focuses on the seven major soil 
reference books that were published between 2000 and 2012: Handbook of Soil Science (2000 and 2012),  
 Encyclopedia of Soil Science (2002 and 2006), 

Encyclopedia of Soils in the Environment 
(2005), Encyclopedia of Soil Science (2008), 
and Soil Science — Reference collection 
(2009). These soils science reference books 
contain 1920 articles (12,295 pages) authored 
by some 2000 authors. The Handbook of Soil 
Science covers the basic subdisciplines 
(physics, chemistry, biology, pedology) most 
extensively whereas the encyclopedia have 
more applied entries/articles. Overall, these 
intradisciplinary reference works show that the 
soil science discipline is vibrant and has a 
rapidly expanding knowledge base. 
 
Download the full PDF here: 
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/25357
7112_Soil_science_reference_books 

This Ohio native would rise from life on a farm to being one of the most 
celebrated chemist-agronomists of the 20th century.  By the time he 
become the head of Agronomy at Cornell University in 1937 he had: 
taught at the University of Missouri, obtained his Doctorates in 
Philosophy from Ohio State University, been awarded a Guggenheim 
Fellowship in Berlin, and had been the first president of the newly 
formed Soil Science Society of America.[1]  Dr. Bradfield would spend 24 
years in his position at Cornell and today his name resides on Cornell’s 
most impressive laboratory building[1, 2] Bradfield was committed to the 
idea that civilization was born when agricultural returns rose above the 
level of bare subsistence, he regarded the symbiotic relationships 
between science and farming as the foundation of prosperity and 
progress of world society.[1]  
 
Read more about the many accomplishments of Professor Bradfield and 
the History of Agronomy at Cornell University below. Photo Credit [2] 

1. Cornell University Faculty Memorial Statement (1981) Bradfield, Richard (biography) Link Here 
2. Cline, M. G. (1982). Agronomy at Cornell 1868-1980 (mimeo). Link Here 

https://www.researchgate.net/publication/253577112_Soil_science_reference_books
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/253577112_Soil_science_reference_books
https://ecommons.cornell.edu/handle/1813/18280
https://ecommons.cornell.edu/handle/1813/44198


VAPSS © Newsletter VOLUME 42, NUMBER 1: May 2020 Page 5 

 
 

 

 

I am excited to be the new secretary of VAPSS and editor of the newsletter. If there is content you would 
like to see included in the next edition of VAPSS newsletter please email me at adamh@swva.net.  
Your contributions are what make this publication possible! ~Adam Hurt 
 

Message from the VAPPS President 
 
Times are changing that’s for sure.  I hope you all are well and safe in this uncertain climate.  I want to 
remind everyone that state licensure for soil scientists (and several others – including certification for 
wetland delineators) is on the chopping block.  Refer to the draft JLARC report to keep this fresh in your 
mind if needed.   The current disarray has caused the scheduled public hearings to be postponed/cancelled 
but I’m not sure to what degree this affect the effort.   We will continue to update you regarding changes 
that come up regarding this situation.   
 
Most of us are fortunate that we have been able to continue working in relatively safe environments during 
the pandemic.  I feel more threatened by ticks than COVID at work.   Everyone is not so fortunate though 
and I want to encourage our support for those in our communities whose life and livelihoods are deeply 
affected, and to acknowledge those who continue to serve their communities despite the risk.   
 
We continue to assess the situation regarding our meetings and other programs and will keep you updated 
accordingly.   
 
David Hall, VAPSS 2020 President 
 
 
 
 

mailto:adamh@swva.net

