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2014 BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

 

PRESIDENT: Jeff T. Walker (14)  

(540) 239-9131  

PRES. ELECT: Bob Denton (15) 

(703) 726-8030  

PAST PRES.: Ryan Reed (13) 

(703) 737-8426  

TREASURER: Matt Tolley (14) 

(703) 470-0845  

SECRETARY: Nan Gray (14) 

(540) 544-7791  

Member: Alex Blackburn (13) 

(540) 539-1307  

Member: Bob Melby (13) 

(703) 505-1437  

Member: David Hall (14) 

(540) 381-0309  

Member: Shannon Hill (14) 

(804) 264-2228  

NRCS Liaison: Rachael Stull  

VPISU Liaison: John Galbraith  

Exec. Sec.: Jeff Miller 

(540) 382-7310 

CALL FOR NOMINATIONS IS STILL OPEN. The role of President Elect was not filled during the Fall 
Conference. Officers must be in good standing for 12 consecutive months, and eligible under our 
Constitution. Interested members should contact a Board Member. 
Everyone gets a turn, so let us know when we can recruit you for a VAPSS Officer, Board Member 
or committee position. Help VAPSS remain the “go to” place for Soil Science and Soil Scientists.  
  

VIRGINIA ASSOCIATION OF PROFESSIONAL SOIL SCIENTISTS IS AN UNINCORPORATED 

ASSOCIATION UNDER VA §8.01-220.1:1; AND IRS SECTION 501(C) 6. 

Comments close Dec 31st on Notice of Intended Regulatory Action WWWOOSSP Board:  

http://townhall.virginia.gov/L/comments.cfm?stageid=7025  (see page 10 for more info). 

VAPSS intends to offer a delegate, and encourages members to provide general 

comments supporting the licensure, and specific on issues of member’s concern.  

Draft is posted at VAPSS Documents; these are subject to change by public comment. 

LOST & FOUND :    This is where you call me and let me know you saw a friend. 

We’re missing some folks, and welcome back anyone who has gotten lost in the 

various transitions.  

 

VAPSS Mission:  To recognize soils as a non-renewable natural resource and the practice of soil science as an interpretive 

science; to ensure a class of professionals exists that can properly utilize the large investment the Commonwealth of Virginia has 

made in the Soil Survey and to ensure the practice of soil science and evaluation meets established minimum standards of 

education, experience, ethical conduct and professional responsibility and to prevent abuses in the practice of soil science by 

untrained or unprincipled individuals. 

    

 

BECOME A MEMBER OF THE VIRGINIA ASSOCIATION OF 

PROFESSIONAL SOIL SCIENTISTS 

Regular Member ($100/year), and Student Member ($15/year).   

  Click Here for Membership Form 
Note: in this issue blue hyperlink is used to reference web links. Ctr + click to follow. 

Membership conveys a t-shirt or cap every 2 years, claim yours at the Fall Conference! 

 Annual Dues: Announcements are in the mail, joining VAPSS is good for the soil 

and our profession, send your dues in and bring a friend. We appreciate your 

support and interest in contributing your unique talents. There is always room for 

volunteers to steer our programs and influence the vision of our profession. While 

little more than oak leaf clusters and brass filigree are offered we run on volunteer 

enthusiasm, and the information, comments and feedback generated by our peers. 
 

http://www.vapss.org/Constitution.html
http://townhall.virginia.gov/L/comments.cfm?stageid=7025
http://vapss.org/uploads/09-2014_Draft_WWWOOSSP_Regs.pdf
http://vapss.org/uploads/VAPSS_APPL-Membership_Form_2014_Fill-In.pdf
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Sue Brown, Executive Secretary of the Virginia Association of 

Professional Soil Scientists from 2006-2012 and 1994-2001, 

transitioned into the soil phase of her life.  

She will be remembered fondly for her wit, her excitement at   

a fun prospect and her ability to glue VAPSS into the friendly 

and interested Soil Scientists accretion. Sue was a part of it. 

Fieldtrips were well arranged and Sue knew everyone. I can 

hear her smile when I think of how she answered the phone. 

Sue will be missed by so many of us.  

What a treat we had. Dinga Dinga, Sue. 

 

Virginia Tech Students                      

The Winners of the 2014 VAPSS Fall Conference Soil Texturing Contest are: 

Adam Hunt – 1st  

Brian Nester – 2nd  

Emily Salkind – 2nd  

Nick Heble –3rd  

Ruth Anderson 4th  

 

 

 

 

 

Also pictured: 

 Nan Gray- VAPSS Secretary, Den Mother & Contest Sponsor 

 

 

“I bequeath myself to the dirt, to grow from the grass I love; if you want me again, 

look for me under your boot-soles.” - Walt Whitman 
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 VAPSS notes:  The treasurer reported a balance of $13,435.94 (10/15/14); we report a net gain 

of $2,920.76 from our Fall Conference. After business session the annual meeting adjourned at 

3:00PM October 18th.  January planning meeting will be announced by email. 

Please join us in welcoming our new Board Members:  

 Stephen White, PSS/OSE   I want to thank VAPSS for the 
opportunity to serve on the Board. I graduated from Virginia Tech in 
2004 in Soil Science and was a member of the soil judging team. I 
have worked at Greenway Engineering in Winchester for over 10 
years as a soil and wetland scientist. I have also taught a soils course 
at Lord Fairfax Community College. I am a licensed Professional Soil 
Scientist and a licensed Onsite Soil Evaluator, and hold certifications 
in storm water and erosion and sediment control.  

I look forward to serving on the Board and working with our 

President-Elect and members of the association to promote our 

profession and knowledge of our most vital resource. 

 

David Beahm, PSS/OSE   I am very happy to have an opportunity 

to serve my fellow soil scientists as a VAPSS board member.  I served 

in the U. S. Marine Corps from 1980 to 1984; then graduated from 

Virginia Tech with a B.S. in Agronomy in 1988.   

Initial employment and experience though Mathews Soil Consultants 

of Chesterfield led to my founding of Central Virginia Soil Consulting 

in 1989.  Our consulting services consist of drainfield evaluations and 

soil feasibility studies in Lynchburg and the surrounding area.  In 

1993, we began offering services in the remediation of petroleum 

contaminated soil and groundwater (petroleum UST releases). 

It is imperative we continue to become more diversified in our 

professional development.   Sharing our experiences as 

professionals, we generate new ideas amongst our peers, diversify    

and increase our utility to the public.     

 In 2015 Matt Tolley returns as Treasurer, Nan Gray as Secretary, Bob Denton assumes the 
presidency, and Jeff Walker office of past president. President-elect remains an open seat.  

Please join us in acknowledging our appreciation for Alex Blackburn and Bob Melby who retire 
their seats.  We have a 9 member board, supported by Dr. Galbraith at VT, Rachel Stull at NRCS, 
our executive secretary Jeff Miller and numerous advisors.  

 

“Land, then, is not merely soil; it is a fountain of energy flowing through a circuit 

of soils, plants, and animals.” --- Aldo Leopold, A Sand County Almanac, 1949 
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Fall Conference 2014 

Fall Conference focused upon 

permeability and infiltration 

assessment as a component of 

soil characterization for storm 

water or other engineering 

applications.  

The Center for Watershed 

Protection encouraged VAPSS 

to engage DEQ regarding SWM 

policies.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

VAPSS Technical Committee convened to provide 

recommendations on permeability testing and site assessment procedures. Bill Sledjeski and 

Carl Peacock steward this committee, we invite other members to join us in developing 

comments and observations.  

We recognize professional assessment of site conditions is critical to success of SWM and 

other engineering. This includes soil interpretation, and tests of hypothesis resulting in 

reporting of relevant data. We have been invited to comment on DEQ’s Appendix 8-A. 

VAPSS Technical Committee may comment upon broader interests of soil and policies at it’s 

discretion.  

We call your attention to the following passage and request your support to carry these 

suggestions:  The Geotechnical Report shall include a detailed description of the test method and 

published source references: 

• Tube Permeameter Method (ASTM D 2434);  

• Double-Ring Infiltrometer (ASTM D 3385);  

• Basin flooding test for bedrock; or 

• other constant head permeability tests that utilize in-situ conditions and accompanied by a 

recognized published source reference.  

 Reference documents: DEQ Portal  (pages 24-32) 

Robert Denton, PSS/CG; sandstone mineralogy Nan Gray OSE/PSS; Appalachian Stratigraphy 

Mary Ellen Cook, USDA/NRCS. Re: Tumbling/Moomaw 

Larry Johnson, observations on Ksat  

http://www.deq.virginia.gov/Portals/0/DEQ/EnvironmentalImpactReview/StateEnvironmentalImpactReviews/Appendix8.pdf
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Conference 2014, contd. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Courtesy: L. Johnson, J. Talien, W. Sledjeski, G. Evanylo,  J. Briede, J. Battiata, C. Sonne  
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Soil Evaluator News and Notes: What shall we make of opportunity? 
By: Jeff T. Walker, LPSS & OSE  

 

Among the many topics presented at the Fall conference was a briefing on professionalism, 

offered by Jim Talien, PE. Many members of VAPSS have a bilateral relationship with the 

engineering community; on the one hand offering insight on site conditions and predictions of 

performance based upon our education and experience, on the other feeling frustration at 

shortcomings in the licensure which limit our utility. Jim’s topic is vital for our membership to 

recognize as we remain bound by our progression from association, through certification and into 

licensure. The license remains subject to our need for vigilance and nurturance. The body of 

professionals has delegated responsibilities to others; associations or individuals, hired or 

volunteer. During 2013 VAPSS spent over $7k on lobbyists, and we engaged in an educational 

effort to promote the importance of our trade. 2014 brought heightened activities by the 

membership acting within context of duty to public and the future of our profession. 

 

We have two licenses which recognize our duty to public and regulation, one is a title act, similar 

to geologists in restricting who may certify work as prepared by a professional soil scientist, this 

work is descriptions of soil profile and site conditions. The other soil evaluator is a design 

license, which under the engineering codes fulfills the need to reliably report soil/site conditions, 

and deliver plans and specifications in respect to future performance. The need for certifying this 

work is essential to commerce, real estate transfers rely upon our certification to assure utility for 

development. As such we remain the only design professional lacking a seal, and this was the 

basis for my remarks to the PE section, and continues to be a concern for our membership- 

perhaps to be considered in the revisions to the license at DPOR.  

 

Under our system we get paid for carrying the burden of responsibility, indeed other professions 

recognize this, but they also have the confidence of a longer history of supporting the economic 

interests of our clients. One of the detriments of the Agency’s provision of substandard (e.g. non 

compliant with GMP126B) designs is a ceiling on price for service, and a disincentive for private 

developers to engage a professional to serve their interests. 

 

One of the results of our efforts has been greater scrutiny by the General Assembly of the 

Department of Health, which continues to compete with the licensed population under a dual 

standard, without certification and under considerable conflicts of interest. This is not new and is 

well supported by deliberations and reports attesting to the lack of progress in transferring the 

Glover solution with graphing function: software and data sheets from the Fall Conference 

are posted to the VAPSS website  http://vapss.org/Documents.php  

The spread sheet includes information and instructions provided by Larry K. Johnson,  

JOHNSON PERMEAMETER, LLC; 190 Whites Lake Blvd. Saluda, NC 28773 

 

Larry was a featured speaker during our Fall Conference; and served as VAPSS President (1993) 

http://vapss.org/Documents.php
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design roles to responsible professionals. These issues have been discussed in this newsletter, 

and are also supported by findings provided by JLARC, SHIFT, various Bills and other actions. 

None of these transactions reduce the importance of design review, and maintaining high 

standards of practice, but each discourages competition between a code official and licensed 

professionals. 

 

VDH Commissioner Levine provided response to the House Health Welfare and Institutions 

Committee on December 1
st
 2014. (Interested parties may review the documents at VAPSS 

Documents). The Commissioner advised us the Department has not performed any other studies 

since SHIFT, and assigned our concerns to Dwayne Roadcap, Director OEHS.  

 

Excerpts include:  
“VDH concurs that private sector participation should be increased to the maximum extent possible, while 

protecting public health and groundwater supplies. VDH also supports the SHIFT’s consensus recommendations 

and is implementing the recommendations aimed at encouraging the use of private sector services. All but one of the 

recommendations should be implemented by January 1, 2015. The remaining recommendation, addressing quality 

assurance, should be completed in 2016.” 

 
VDH’s response does not identify those services which “inappropriately compete with the private 

sector.” While recognizing the topic discussed at SHIFT VDH failed to comment upon other services. (e.g. 

well siting, education and training, inspections, system operation, product review and testing). The 

report is similar to the VDH’s position statements before and during SHIFT, and the VDH’s opinion 

expressed through RD32 as a result of HB2185, indeed a great many “stakeholders” were anonymous 

and contributed comments such as these- “Dwayne, please don't take our jobs away. The people who come into our 

ofc.wants us to do these. We are much cheaper and do a very good job. we still have to watch over the private sector when they do 

it so we should do it all.”  

http://vapss.org/uploads/Orrock_Del_Robert_-_SHIFT_recommendations.pdf
http://vapss.org/uploads/Orrock_Del_Robert_-_SHIFT_recommendations.pdf


VIRGINIA ASSOCIATION OF PROFESSIONAL SOIL SCIENTISTS  8 

 

 
 

By comparison the 2011 5 year report offers far more substance (reference page 19 forward). 

Hamm report during 2006 was explicit in criticism of VDH policy & program. Under the 

Appropriations Act of 2010 the General Assembly (GA) established a fee category for “bare 

applications” which does not cover the cost of delivering services, and is interpreted by VDH as 

a mandate to provide services. FOIA report in September show loss of 37 EHS, and subsequent 

the hire of 35 replacements during FY 2014, the cost of training and licensure is not reported. 

 

Commissioner Levine is correct, I am among those “who proposed that the VDH should cease 

all new soil evaluation and septic design beginning in 2014”, and I continue to believe that this 

supports the public’s best interest. Public institutions such as our alma matter in Blacksburg, are 

training engineering and soils professionals who can serve these roles at smaller expense and 

with greater reliability and adherence to the intent of the Regulation and the benefit to the public. 

Employment opportunities exist within the field as fewer than one third of licensed OSE are 

employed by VDH, and capacity under professional consultants stewardship could increase 

within weeks if VDH ceased serving the design role in all but the most unusual of circumstances 

 

Public employees should avoid any stake in private development, which would conflict with 

neutral enforcement of ministerial duties. Indeed the valuation of real property is subject to 

engineering, design and site characteristics, yet reliable approval is compromised when the code 

official is also charged with providing design. However the Agency continues to emphasize 

training designers, and assigns duties to inexperienced and unlicensed staff delivering design 

with minimal oversight, absent standards of practice (GMP126B), certification under license or 

independent review.  Further concern is focused on VDH’s 

duty to review 10% of Sub-division applications prior to 

issuance which has not been upheld statewide; which puts at 

risk some certifications while deferring the opportunity to 

standardize site evaluation for property intended for transfer 

under trade. 

 

The public does not expect the building inspector render 

architectural drawings at public expense; I suspect the taxpayer 

is reluctant to subsidize rural development without means 

testing or established public benefit (e.g. repair of failures by 

derelict owners and resolution of proven environmental contamination). Civil penalties 

enforcement provides better mechanism than offering subsidized design to secure compliance. 

Indeed the cost of design services is a minor expense, generally less than 10% of construction 

cost. No “stakeholder” has shown how public interest is served by allocating funds to subsidize 

competition with licensed OSE or PE. Public funds are better assigned to regulatory and policy 

development supported by reliable data and research, and functions not provided under license 

akin to the widely accepted “10 Essential Services of Public Health” which do not include 

system design. 

 

We recognize the practice of engineering applies to all design work. Clearly providing plans and 

specification for construction is the practice, to wit:  “consultation, investigation, evaluation, 

planning and design of public or private utilities…” 

 

I expect that in 2015 VAPSS will continue defining and supporting these distinct roles. 

10 Essential Services of Public Health 

http://www.vdh.virginia.gov/EnvironmentalHealth/ONSITE/newsofinterest/documents/2012/pdf/RD318_2011%205%20Year%20Report.pdf
https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/EnvironmentalHealth/Onsite/newsofinterest/documents/VDH%20Reengineering%20Initiative_final_5.06.pdf
http://leg1.state.va.us/cgi-bin/legp504.exe?141+bud+11-290
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Greetings from the Incoming President :  Robert “Bob” Denton; PSS, CPG 

I hope the VAPSS membership will share my excitement and enthusiasm for 2015. An 

association is only as strong as its membership; therefore I invite your participation in 

developing our mutual interests. My sincerest hope is that you will join me in this effort. 

I am a senior geologist with GeoConcepts Engineering Inc., a geotechnical engineering firm 

located in Ashburn, Loudoun County, Virginia. Designations include: Certified Professional 

Geologist, VA Licensed Professional Soil Scientist, and WV Licensed Environmental 

Remediation Specialist. I was born, raised and educated in New Jersey, and moved to Virginia 

20 years ago. But as a young Jerseyman I developed my love of biology, ecology and soils by 

wandering and exploring the unique environment of the Pine Barrens of southern New Jersey.  

I currently reside in an 18
th

 century home located in the Old Town section of the City of 

Winchester. While my primary discipline is fields of karst geology, engineering geology and soil 

science, my first love (and avocation) is vertebrate paleontology, as well as historical geology, 

paleobiogeography and sedimentology.  

There are several goals that I’d like to see VAPSS achieve in the coming year: 

1.   Membership – Maintaining and increasing membership is an important goal for any 

professional organization. One of my goals will be to approach universities and colleges 

in Virginia offering soil sciences within their curriculum. Develop liaison w/ engineering 

and environmental firms that employ soil scientists and/or science and engineering 

professionals engaged in soil-related studies. Soil science is an interdisciplinary field, 

involving of geology, biology, chemistry and ecology; therefore we should be actively 

promoting the recruitment of members who have soils related interests, but are not 

necessarily soil scientists themselves. 

2.   Outreach  – Scientific meetings are a great way to promote our society, to meet other 

professionals, and to mentor the upcoming crop of young folks looking to develop a 

career in soil science and related studies. I would like to develop formal relations 

between VAPSS and Soil Science Society of America (SSSA) and/or Geological Society 

of America and coordination with amongst annual and section meetings. 

3.   Corporate Membership/Sponsorship – One of the ways professional societies stay strong 

is they actively promote corporate membership. VAPSS may want to emulate this, and 

explore the possibility of creating a corporate membership category. 

4.   Core principles of VAPSS – It is good to reflect that VAPSS was founded by a dedicated 

cadre of professionals, including pedologists, soil mappers, physical geographers, 

teachers, researchers, hydrologists, agronomists, and natural scientists. As such, we 

should actively promote the core values of the folks who founded our society, namely the 

study of soil in all its myriad aspects. 

5.   Promote our license –VAPSS should take a strong lead in advocating for a seal/stamp, 

providing visibility and reliability to the public, and delivering professional development 

and continuing education requirements, and serve an active role advising the DPOR 

Boards and such Agencies as may be essential to our practice. 
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“Whatever is affixed to the soil belongs to the soil” -- Anglo-Saxon Law 

Virginia Regulatory Town Hall: (hyperlinked)  

Under Regulatory Review; open for comment through December 31
st
. A draft is posted here. 

WWWOOSSP met July 24
th

,  September 16
th

, October 16
th

, and November 18
th

 for discussion. 

Professionals in the onsite service business are advised to review and offer comment.  

Topics may include: need for a seal, proposed division of the onsite from the water and 

wastewater sections, ethics, need for contract, and other standards (e.g.12VAC5-615) 

 

SHADAC meeting minutes are posted.  

 

APELSCIDLA PE section met again November 19
th

, 2014 to discuss concerns over definition 

and characterization of “residential strength wastewater.” This definition is found in 54.1-400 . 

The PE Section determined that no changes in guidance are warranted (see 2011 interpretation ). 

Professionals are advised to be aware of definitions of residential wastewater, the practice of 
engineering and other fundamental terms applicable to “persons who prepare plans, 
specifications, documents and designs for the following, provided any such plans, specifications, 
documents or designs bear the name and address of the author and his occupation.” 
 

Jeff T. Walker, OSE/PSS and President of VAPSS delivered comments to the section regarding 

the need for an OSE seal to support the public’s need for a professional to signify responsibility 

over source, conveyance, and receiving environment.  This comment was supported by the duty 

to certify, and the impact upon real property transactions such as the recording of survey plats to 

public records. Among the substantial reasons to certify our professional documents: authenticity, 

responsibility, attestation. 

The Board meeting of Professional Soil Scientists, Wetland Professionals, and Geologists 

scheduled for December 2
nd

 was cancelled.   

 

 

http://townhall.virginia.gov/L/meetings.cfm
http://townhall.virginia.gov/L/comments.cfm?stageid=7025
http://vapss.org/uploads/09-2014_Draft_WWWOOSSP_Regs.pdf
http://townhall.virginia.gov/L/GetFile.cfm?File=C:/TownHall/docroot/Meeting/17/19796/Minutes_DPOR_19796_v1.pdf
http://townhall.virginia.gov/L/GetFile.cfm?File=C:/TownHall/docroot/Meeting/17/21431/Minutes_DPOR_21431_v2.pdf
http://townhall.virginia.gov/L/GetFile.cfm?File=C:/TownHall/docroot/Meeting/17/19797/Minutes_DPOR_19797_v2.pdf
http://townhall.virginia.gov/L/GetFile.cfm?File=C:/TownHall/docroot/Meeting/17/22081/Minutes_DPOR_22081_v1.pdf
http://townhall.virginia.gov/L/GetFile.cfm?File=C:/TownHall/docroot/Meeting/58/21776/Minutes_VDH_21776_v1.pdf
http://townhall.virginia.gov/L/GetFile.cfm?File=C:/TownHall/docroot/Meeting/7/20591/Minutes_DPOR_20591_v2.pdf
http://leg1.state.va.us/cgi-bin/legp504.exe?000+cod+54.1-400
http://townhall.virginia.gov/L/GetFile.cfm?File=C:%5CTownHall%5Cdocroot%5CGuidanceDocs%5C222%5CGDoc_DPOR_4919_v1.pdf
http://leg1.state.va.us/cgi-bin/legp504.exe?000+cod+54.1-402
http://leg1.state.va.us/cgi-bin/legp504.exe?000+cod+54.1-402
http://leg1.state.va.us/cgi-bin/legp504.exe?000+cod+54.1-402
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As seen at VAPSS Fall 2014 
Conference: 

-Member Advertisement- 
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Virginia Association of  
Professional Soil Scientists  
Eds: Nan Gray and Jeff Walker 
Email: soilwork@pemtel.net  
P.O. Box 3 Newport, VA 24128  
Phone: (540) 544-779 

Remember to call Miss Utilities 

(811 or 800-552-7001) before 

you dig and get a ticket number 

to protect you and everyone on 

the project.  Safety first. 

 

Postmaster: Address Service Requested 

 

2014 ADVERTISING AND ARTICLE DEADLINES  
SPRING 2015 (due April15)   SUMMER 2015 (due July15) 

FALL 2015 (due November 15) WINTER 2015 (due Feb 15)   

_________________________________________________________________________ 

Inaugural Global Digital Soil Morphometrics, 1-4 June 2015, Madison, USA. Digital Soil 

Morphometrics is defined as the application of tools and techniques for measuring and 

quantifying soil profile attributes and deriving continuous depth functions. In this workshop, 

we will review how proximal soil sensing and other tools can be used in soil profile 

descriptions where techniques and toolkits have not changed in the past decades. For more 

info: http://digitalsoilmorphometrics.org/inaugural-global-workshop-2015/ 

The United Nations has declared 2015 the International Year of Soils! 

Soil Science Society of America has developed a set of 12 videos, each centered around 

a monthly theme. https://www.soils.org/iys/monthly-videos  

Forum much?  

Go to our VAPSS.org  website, send Jeff Miller an email and he’ll set up your access to the forum.  

VAPSS (spell it all out) has a Facebook page, with photos, announcements, friendly banter and 

information of newsworthy topics. Knock on door and administrator will let you in. 

 

We want to learn about you, and these social media are great tools to interact amongst the field 

of professionals; if anyone would like to create a Linked-in page we could use your help. There 

are useful technical and professional exchanges there-in. 

 

http://digitalsoilmorphometrics.org/inaugural-global-workshop-2015/
https://www.soils.org/iys/monthly-videos
http://www.vapss.org/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/234568256560342/

