
 
VAPSS 2022 Fall Newsletter

Thank You For a Great 2022 Fall Conference!

We had a blast! Thankfully the weather cooperated and it was a
beautiful, sunny day full of soil pit descriptions, water table
determinations, texture calibrating, and catching up with old
friends.

All CEUs have been sent via email. If you haven't received them
(and you have checked your junk folder), please email
sheltzel22@gmail.com and we will make sure you get them.

Soil Hokies are Heading to the National Soil Judging Competition!

Last week, 15 undergraduate students
participated in the Southeast Regional Soil
Judging Contest hosted by Clemson University.
We spent three days in the Piedmont, enduring
inexplicably freezing South Carolina mornings
and very dry conditions. The soils were bright
red and clayey – some had clay textures all the
way to the surface. We saw the negative effects
of erosion and continuous plowing on soil
properties.

The competition day dawned cold and clear.
The students had just 50 minutes to describe
and interpret each soil profile. Clare Tallamy
placed 2nd and Bernie Frantz placed 5th
individually. Madison Norris (13th) and Peter
Arnold (17th) also placed in the top 20 in an
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incredibly competitive field. The Hokies placed
2nd overall. With that finish, we qualified to
travel to Oklahoma for the 2023 National
Competition where we will defend our status as
National Champions. Auburn University placed
first, just six points ahead of us. Other qualifying
teams from the Southeast include University of
Georgia, University of Tennessee Knoxville,
Western Kentucky University, and North
Carolina State University.

The team included Bernie Frantz, Peter Arnold,
CJ Rufe, Clara Betts, Clare Tallamy, Grace
Bartlett, Jillian Burgan, Kate Johnson, Liz
Eroshenko, Madison Norris, Matthew Smith,
Tex Naughton-Rockwell, Will Ubben, Zach
Gesa, and Alex Greehan (all SPES undergrads
except for Greehan in Mechanical Engineering).
They were coached by Jaclyn Fiola, Philip
Brown, and Caroline Wolcott. The students put
their blood, sweat, and tears into this contest, as
well as some of their own money to fund our
trip. If you see any of these students, please
congratulate them!

Dr. William J. Edmonds Memorial Scholarship Recipient Chosen!

Congratulations to Clare Tallamy, a Senior
Environmental Science student at Virginia Tech!
Clare has been a member of the VT Soil Judging
Team since January of 2021. She won 1st place
individual in the 2021 Southeast Regional Contest
and 8th place individual in the 2021 National Contest.
She later qualified to compete as a part of the US
team for the World Congress of Soil Science
Competition in Glasgow, Scotland. The US team not
only won first place in this competition, but Clare also
took the 1st place individual trophy home to
Blacksburg. We take great honor in supporting Clare
in following her passions as a soil scientist!

Thank You for 9 Years Jeff Miller, VAPSS Executive Secretary!

After serving as VAPSS Executive Secretary for 9
years, Jeff is stepping down to enjoy more time
with his wife, Sandy, and to continue his passion
as a horticulturist. We are so grateful for Jeff's
continued work and dedication to not only
maintaining, but improving, the structure and



organization of VAPSS.

As a newer VAPSS Board Member, I have gone to
Jeff several times for advice or assistance with
general secretary duties. Jeff is always helpful and
quick to answer. No matter how many different
hats Jeff wears, he does a great job of responding
quickly to anything we need from him.

Thank You Jeff--
 Best Wishes, VAPSS

Are You Interested In Being VAPSS Executive Secretary?

We are looking to fill Jeff's position, with a start date as early as January 1st, 2023. This is a
paid position, with an hourly rate ranging from $20.00 to $40.00 depending on experience. Click
HERE for the job description and duties. If you would like any additional information about the
position or would like to submit a resume, please email sheltzel22@gmail.com.

We look forward to working with you!
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